
Table 1.  Review Categories and Prohibited Activities in Tidal Waters and on
Adjacent Shoreline Features (Water Type Matrices)

Review categories for activities within the 200-foot area contiguous to shoreline features are listed in
Table 1A.  All Category B activities and starred (*) Category A activities are put out to public notice.
Maintenance of existing structures is treated in Section 300.14.  Letter codes are as follows:

A - Category A Assent required;
B - Category B Assent required;
P - Prohibited;
NA - Not applicable.

Footnotes appearing in Table 1 (Matrices)
1See definitions in Section 300.2(A) for differentiation between Category A and B reviews.
2Municipal sewer lines are reviewed as Category B.
3Utility lines are reviewed as Category B.
4See Section 210.3(C)6; the review categories shown here for Type 3, 4, 5, and 6 waters apply to
wetlands designated for preservation.
5For residential docks, piers, floats see Section 300.4.C.4 for review procedures.
6See Section 200.2.C.2 for pre-existing marinas in Type 2 Waters.
7Category A review for pre-existing marinas in Type 2 waters (See Section 300.9.A.1); Category B
review for residential boating facilities in Type 2 waters ( See Section 300.9.E.7).
8Structural shoreline protection facilities may only be permitted to protect historic structures which
are currently listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  Additionally, the proposal must meet
all applicable standards contained within in Section 300.7.

9See Section 300.4.D.6

Figure 1.  Rhode Island's Territorial Sea

The offshore limits of the state's territorial sea are being litigated before the U.S. Supreme Court.  This
sketch shows the maximum area that the state may claim under existing laws and treaties.
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Type 1 Waters

Filling, Removal, and Grading of  Shoreline Features NA P  P  A1 A1 P P P A1  B

Residential Structures              P  P  P  P  A  P  P  P  P  B

Commercial/Industrial Structures P  P  P  P  B  P  P  P  P  P

Recreational Structures      P  P  P  P  B  P  P  P  B  B

Recreational Mooring Areas P  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Marinas                             P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P

Launching Ramps* P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P

Residential Docks,*Piers,*& Floats        P P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P

Mooring of Houseboats               P  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Mooring of Floating Businesses      P  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Municipal Sewage Treatment
  Facilities P  P  P  P2 B P P  P  P  B

Individual Sewage Disposal Systems  P  P  P  P  A  P  P  P  P  B

Point Discharges - Runoff           B  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A

Point Discharges - Other            P  P  P  P  B  P  P  P  P  B

Non-Structural Shoreline Protection A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A

Structural Shoreline Protection     P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  B  B8

Energy-related Activities/
  Structures P  P  P  P3 B P  P  P  B  B

Dredging - Improvement              P  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Dredging - Maintenance              P  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Open-Water Dredged Material
  Disposal P  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Upland Dredged Material Disposal    NA P  B  B  B  P  P  P  B  B

Beach Nourishment                   B  B  B  B  B  P  NA NA NA B

Filling in Tidal Waters P  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Aquaculture B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Mosquito Control Ditching           A  NA NA NA NA A  NA NA NA B

Mining P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P

Construction of Public Roads, Bridges, Parking Lots,
Railroad Lines, Airports P  P  P  P  B  P  P  P  B  B
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Type 2 Waters

Filling, Removal, and Grading of  Shoreline Features NA P  P  A1 A1 P P P A1  B

Residential Structures              P  P  P  P  A  P  P  P  A  B

Commercial/Industrial Structures P  P  P  P  B  P  P  P  B  P

Recreational Structures      P  P  P  P  B  P  P  P  B  B

Recreational Mooring Areas B  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Marinas                             P6  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P

Launching Ramps* P  P  P  P  P  P P  P B9 P

Residential Docks,*Piers,*& Floats        A/B5 B P P B B B B B B

Mooring of Houseboats               P NA NA NA NA P NA NA NA NA

Mooring of Floating Businesses      P  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Municipal Sewage Treatment Facilities P  P  P  P2 B P P  B B B

Individual Sewage Disposal Systems  P  P  P  P  A  P  P  P  P  B

Point Discharges - Runoff           A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A

Point Discharges - Other            B  P  P  P  B  P  P  P  P  B

Non-Structural Shoreline Protection A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A

Structural Shoreline Protection     B6  B  P  P  P  P  B  B  B  B

Energy-related Activities/Structures B  P  P  P3 B P  P  P  B  B

Dredging - Improvement              P  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Dredging - Maintenance              A/B7 NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Open-Water Dredged Material Disposal B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Upland Dredged Material Disposal    NA P  B  B  B  P  P  B  B  B

Beach Nourishment                   B  B  B  B  B  P  NA NA NA B

Filling in Tidal Waters P6 NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Aquaculture B NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Mosquito Control Ditching           A  NA NA NA NA A  NA NA NA B

Mining P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P

Construction of Public Roads, Bridges, Parking Lots,
Railroad Lines, Airports B  P  P  P  B  P  P  P  B  B
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Type 3 Waters

Filling, Removal, and Grading of  Shoreline Features NA B  P  A1 A1 P P B A1  B

Residential Structures              P  P  P  P  A  P  P  P  A  B

Commercial/Industrial Structures B B P  P  B  P  B  B  B  B

Recreational Structures      B B P  P  B  P  B B B  B

Recreational Mooring Areas B  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Marinas                             B B P  P  B P  B B B B

Launching Ramps* B B P  B B P B B B B

Residential Docks,*Piers,*& Floats A/B5 A P  P  A A A A A B

Mooring of Houseboats               B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Mooring of Floating Businesses      P  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Municipal Sewage Treatment Facilities P  P  P  P2 B P P  B B  B

Individual Sewage Disposal Systems  P  P  P  P  A  P  P  P  B  B

Point Discharges - Runoff           A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A

Point Discharges - Other            B B P  B B  P  P  P  B  B

Non-Structural Shoreline Protection A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A

Structural Shoreline Protection     B B P  P  P  P  B B B  B

Energy-related Activities/Structures B P  P  P3 B P  B B B B

Dredging - Improvement              B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Dredging - Maintenance              A  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Open-Water Dredged Material Disposal B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Upland Dredged Material Disposal    NA B  B  B  B  P  B B B  B

Beach Nourishment                   B  B  B  B  B  P  NA NA NA B

Filling in Tidal Waters B NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Aquaculture B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Mosquito Control Ditching          A  NA NA NA NA A  NA NA NA B

Mining P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P

Construction of Public Roads, Bridges, Parking Lots,
Railroad Lines, Airports B P  P  P  B  P  B B B  B
  



T
id

al
 W

at
er

s

B
ea

ch
es

 a
nd

 D
un

es

U
nd

ev
el

op
ed

 B
ar

ri
er

s

M
od

er
at

el
y 

D
ev

el
op

ed
 B

ar
ri

er
s

D
ev

el
op

ed
 B

ar
ri

er
s

C
oa

st
al

 W
et

la
nd

s

H
ea

dl
an

ds
, B

lu
ff

s,
 a

nd
 C

lif
fs

R
oc

ky
 S

ho
re

s

M
an

m
ad

e 
Sh

or
el

in
es

A
re

as
 o

f 
H

is
to

ri
c/

A
rc

ha
eo

lo
gi

ca
l

Type 4 Waters

Filling, Removal, and Grading of  Shoreline Features NA B P  A1 A1 P B B A1  B

Residential Structures              P  P  P  P  A  P  P  P  A  B

Commercial/Industrial Structures B B P  P  B  P  B B B B

Recreational Structures      B B P  P  B  P  B B B  B

Recreational Mooring Areas B  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Marinas                             B  B P  P  B  P  B B B B

Launching Ramps* B B P B  B  P  B B B B

Residential Docks,*Piers,*& Floats        A/B5 A  P  P  A  A A A A B

Mooring of Houseboats               B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Mooring of Floating Businesses      B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Municipal Sewage Treatment Facilities B B P  P2 B P B B B B

Individual Sewage Disposal Systems  P  P  P  P  A  P  P  P  A  B

Point Discharges - Runoff           A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A

Point Discharges - Other            B B P  B  B  P  B B B B

Non-Structural Shoreline Protection A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A

Structural Shoreline Protection     B B P  P  P  P  B B B  B

Energy-related Activities/Structures B B P  P3 B P  B B B  B

Dredging - Improvement              B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Dredging - Maintenance              A  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Open-Water Dredged Material Disposal B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Upland Dredged Material Disposal    NA B  B  B  B  P  B B  B  B

Beach Nourishment                   B  B  B  B  B  P  NA NA NA B

Filling in Tidal Waters B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Aquaculture B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Mosquito Control Ditching           A  NA NA NA NA A  NA NA NA B

Mining P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P

Construction of Public Roads, Bridges, Parking Lots,
Railroad Lines, Airports B B P  P  B  P  B B B  B
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Type 5 Waters

Filling, Removal, and Grading of  Shoreline Features NA B P  A1 A1 P B B A1  B

Residential Structures              P  P  P  P  A  P  B B A  B

Commercial/Industrial Structures B B  P  P  B  P  B B B B

Recreational Structures      B B P  P  B  P  B B B  B

Recreational Mooring Areas B  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Marinas                             B B P  P  B P  B B B B

Launching Ramps* B  B P  B  B  P  B B B B

Residential Docks,*Piers,*& Floats        A/B5 A P P A A A A A B

Mooring of Houseboats               B NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Mooring of Floating Businesses      B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Municipal Sewage Treatment Facilities P  B  P  P2 B P B  B  B  B

Individual Sewage Disposal Systems  P  P  P  P  A  P  B B A  B

Point Discharges - Runoff           A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A

Point Discharges - Other            B B P  B B  P  B B B B

Non-Structural Shoreline Protection A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A

Structural Shoreline Protection     B B P  P  P  P  B B B  B

Energy-related Activities/Structures B B P  P3 B P  B B  B  B

Dredging - Improvement              B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Dredging - Maintenance              A  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Open-Water Dredged Material Disposal B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Upland Dredged Material Disposal    NA B  B  B  B  P  B B  B  B

Beach Nourishment                   B  B  B  B  B  P  NA NA NA B

Filling in Tidal Waters B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Aquaculture B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Mosquito Control Ditching           A  NA NA NA NA A  NA NA NA B

Mining P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P

Construction of Public Roads, Bridges, Parking Lots,
Railroad Lines, Airports B B P  P  B  P  B B B  B
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Type 6 Waters

Filling, Removal, and Grading of  Shoreline Features NA B P  A1 A1 P B B A1  B

Residential Structures              P  P  P  P  A  P  B B A  B

Commercial/Industrial Structures B B P  P  B  P  B B B B

Recreational Structures      B B P  P  B  P  B B B  B

Recreational Mooring Areas B  NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

Marinas                             B B P  P  B P  B B B B

Launching Ramps* B B P  B  B  P  B B B B

Residential Docks,*Piers,*& Floats        A/B5 B  P  P  B B B B B B

Mooring of Houseboats               B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Mooring of Floating Businesses      B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Municipal Sewage Treatment Facilities B B P  P2 B P B B B  B

Individual Sewage Disposal Systems  P  P  P  P  A  P  B B A  B

Point Discharges - Runoff           A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A

Point Discharges - Other            B B P  B  B  P  B B B  B

Non-Structural Shoreline Protection A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A

Structural Shoreline Protection     B B P  P  P  P  B B B  B

Energy-related Activities/Structures B B P  P3 B P  B B B  B

Dredging - Improvement              B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Dredging - Maintenance              A  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Open-Water Dredged Material Disposal B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Upland Dredged Material Disposal    NA B  B  B  B  P  B B B  B

Beach Nourishment                   B  B  B  B  B  P  NA NA NA B

Filling in Tidal Waters B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Aquaculture B  NA NA NA NA P  NA NA NA NA

Mosquito Control Ditching           A  NA NA NA NA A  NA NA NA B

Mining P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  P

Construction of Public Roads, Bridges, Parking Lots,
Railroad Lines, Airports B B P  P  B  P  B B B  B
  


